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[bookmark: _heading=h.6tm909tl7a87]Contacting Your MP About KCSIE 2024
[bookmark: _heading=h.pjnzjyir0b8]How do I write to my MP?
Since this is a matter of urgency, email is going to be the best option for contacting your MP. 
You can use the following website to find the contact details of your local MP: https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP 
[bookmark: _heading=h.fbp32ac9htya]What should I write?
You can use our model email to your MP about KCSIE 2024 (see next page) as a starting point if you would like to.
· It is best to be as brief, clear and succinct as possible when contacting your MP, as they receive many contacts each week. Try to stick to 3 or 4 paragraphs and ensure that you include your full name and address as it shows that you are one of their constituents.
· You can use the information above to help you, and it is always a good idea to include something more personal about how this is going to affect you, or why this is of particular importance to you. Here are a couple of ideas:
· When I wrote to my MP I talked about how it’s going to feel in September having to have students in my Pride club find out that I’m no longer a safe person to talk to about their gender identity.
· As a non-binary person with ADHD, I explained to my MP the impact this guidance would have had on me as a teenager and how offensive I find it that individuals with a diagnosis of autism and/or ADHD are being further stigmatised because of the Cass report with the implication that we cannot make up our own minds about our gender identity. 
· Make it clear what you want your MP to do. Our advice is to ask your MP to urgently contact the Department for Education to relay your concerns and seek clarity on the status of the draft Gender Questioning Students guidance (as it is non-statutory and the final guidance has not yet been published, yet the statutory KCSIE 2024 guidance directs schools to refer to this document), and also to find out when we can expect to see an update to this section of KCSIE. If you would like to and feel confident, you could request to meet with your MP to discuss your concerns.
· TransActual has some top tips and a generic model letter for writing to your MP here: https://transactual.org.uk/change-actions/write-to-your-mp/ 
· Mermaids also have some guidance on writing to your MP as well as guidance on meeting with your MP. They also have a tool to contact your MP about the draft Gender Questioning Student Guidance straight from their website.
Your email doesn’t have to be perfect, cover all the issues or be beautifully worded.  We are simply trying to make our local MPs aware that there is an issue and get them to look into it.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.ixs8k8q9wwec]I want to be kept up to date
If you are interested in keeping up to date with the campaign to protect the rights of trans and non-binary students, check out www.tnb.org.uk and sign up to the mailing list. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2dhdbx39y51j]Thank you so much for taking the time to read this document and contacting your MP.

[bookmark: _heading=h.osdc3rv8ts51]Model email to your MP about KCSIE 2024
Make sure that you keep an eye on TNB Education web page for Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024.
It is best to put your concerns into your own words where you can. Using your own personal experiences when speaking about wider political issues can be a powerful technique to build personal connections. 
As a bare minimum, ensure you fully edit the parts in red below before forwarding on any of the text! 

[Your full address and postcode]
[Date]
Dear [insert MP’s name],
My name is [your name], and I am a [insert job role] and one of your constituents in [insert village/town/borough]. I am writing as I am extremely concerned about some of the updates regarding LGBT students in the statutory Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) 2024 guidance (p.55, paragraphs 205-209).
This section of the guidance is currently labelled as “under review, pending the outcome of the gender questioning children guidance consultation, and final gender questioning guidance documents being published”. However, schools have not been given any further guidance on what “under review” actually means. More concerningly, paragraph 208 of KCSIE 2024 directs schools to refer to the draft, non-statutory “Gender Questioning Children” guidance (GQCG) released by the previous Government for consultation before Christmas. As it stands, this has the unfortunate effect of making it a statutory requirement for schools to follow the draft GQCG. 
[Here you could give a personal example of why this issue is particularly important to you, or some other changes that you are particularly upset by - the following paragraph is one example:
KCSIE 2024 has also been updated to remove all reference to trans students and the risks of transphobic bullying they may face in school. Instead, a number of new paragraphs rely on the outcomes of the Cass review, which has been extensively criticised for its inconsistent use of evidence. Other changes are more subtle, including the removal of reference to safe spaces for LGBT students. Safe spaces for LGBT students in schools are extremely important, as research suggests that LGBT young people are at much higher risk of poor mental health, bullying, youth homelessness and child sexual exploitation.] 
I am sure you can appreciate that as the new term continues, we as education professionals are becoming increasingly anxious about how we will be able to continue to safeguard LGBT students throughout the year. [If possible, write about how this affects you and/or your students here]
As such, please could you contact the Department for Education with urgency to relay these concerns, and to seek some clarity over the seemingly conflicting status of the draft Gender Questioning Students guidance, and also when we can expect to see an update to this section of KCSIE 2024? 
If there is any further information I can provide you with, or you would like to arrange to meet with me to discuss this issue further, please do let me know. 
Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]
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